DAWES COUNTY- CHILD SUPPORT TURNS INTO HINDRANCE INSTEAD OF HELP
WRITTEN BY BARBARA A. MICEK

Veda Ford is finally getting the monthly child support checks she so badly
needed for her five children.
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arrived. And with her ex-husband $64,000 behind in payments, this new income
would prove to be more of a burden than she had ever anticipated.

Veda had a different plan mapped out for her life when she graduated some 50
years ago from high school in Gordon, a town nestled in the peaceful Nebraska
Sandhills.
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The couple made frequent moves while he sought employment, the last move

taking them to Tennessee. The family had quickly grown to five energetic sons.
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| realized we were in trouble we went to see a pastor and my husband walked in
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transportation.

Left in a desperate situation, she called home. Family members drove to
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she wanted to settle -- she knew the gossip would be swirling amongst the town
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my sister and mother, we would have starved to death for sure. Then | started
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good childhood. It was always about him so it was actually the best thing that
could have happened to us when he decided to run off with this other gal and
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No matter how hard Veda worked, there was never enough to go around with five
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worked there or the rules, but she would have to go to the bank with me and look

in my safety deposit box and in my purse to see what was there and that was

embarrassing to the boys.
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money in the long run.

A

GL R2y Qi 1y2¢ K2¢ S RAR AGX¢é &aKS NBTFf S

l' YR (KS a0l y1SNIAY RA&IdzZA &aS¢é K2 ySOSNI
at the bank, or

the anonymous groceries she would find when she got home from work. Then
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prayer list and, lo and behold, one of my nieces called and said they were moving
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Veda needed those miracles to survive.

Once in a blue moon her ex-husband sent a $100 or so, but regular child support
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When her mother-in-law died, Veda knew her ex-husband would be coming to
Nebraska for the funeral, so she contacted a lawyer to see if there was any way to



get him to bring her things -- including the furniture which she had very little of.
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The financial and emotional struggles continued, with five boys and all the energy
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two of her sons serve in the military, another has been in Iraq for five years

working as a contractor, and the other two serve in managerial positions as a
superintendent of roads and with a gravel company -- quite a list of successes for

a single mother to accomplish.

Now was a time she could relish those rewards -- enjoy her grandchildren and
part-time job at a bakery not far from her rented home in Chadron. Maybe even
have a little financial security.

Until the mailman delivered an envelope from the Nebraska Child Support
Payment Center in Lincoln on an October morning in 2006.
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them. It was too late, so | called the next morning and asked what is this about,

and they said it was the child support my ex-husband owes me.
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The $200 -- barely enough these days to pay a monthly heating bill in a Nebraska

winter--OF dzZa SR SRl Q4 aSRAOFIAR (2 65 RNRLIIS
eligible for Medicaid so that would pay for my health needs, eyes, teeth and
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| had to go and buy health insurance. | shopped and shopped and found some

reasonable insurance, but half of the (support) check goes for insurance.
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Her annual Social Services review also revealed that, because she was working 20
hours a week in addition to the child support, she was no longer eligible for
Medicare Part B which is $92.50. That would eat up the other half of the $200.
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Social Services refigured her employment income, allowing her to work 12 to 15
hours a weeks and still be able to receive the MedicarePaNIi . @ . dzii F2 NJ +
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